Question of the Day
Terrestrial Atmospheres - (Venus, Earth, and Mars)
« Origin: Where did they come from?

« Composition: What are they made of?

« Evolution: How have they changed?
o Greenhouse Effect - Why is Venus so hot?
o Life - Why is Earth so different?
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o Polar Caps - Why is Mars so variable?
« Comparisons: How are they similar/different from
each other? ;
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Secondary Atmospheres

Molecule “Abundance”

H,O 4000
CO2 3000
Ny 500

Ar 1
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Incorning
solar radiation
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Solar radiation
passes through the
clear atmosphere

radiation

radiation

J}z‘wwpn-z ﬁ 240Wm-2

Some solar radiation is
reflected by the earth's
surface and the atmosphere

103Wm 2

and re-emitted by the
greenhouse gases
The efiect of this is to
warm the surface
and the lower layers
of the atmosphere
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