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Question of the Day
Extra-solar Planets

Why would you expect to find planets around other 
stars?

How would you go about detecting planets around
other stars?

Why is this difficult?

How do the other planetary systems discovered differ
from ours?

How could you determine if there was life on some of
these planets?
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Direct Observations 

Visible 

Sun = 1,000,000,000 times brighter than
Jupiter 
Sun = 10,000,000,000 times brighter than 
Earth

Infra-Red 

Sun = 10,000 times brighter than Jupiter
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